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Members of Maepoon B-P Church are mostly vegetable
and fruits farmers. In terms of material wealth, they are
definitely not as well of as us. Yet when we were there, they
would bring fresh and lefty vegetables to us every day. This
is their simple and sincere way of expressing their love to
God and to us.

28th March, it was an extremely cold night — 11
degrees celsius coupled with very strong winds. The sky
was pitch-dark — we could neither see the moon nor any
stars. After dinner, Bro. Jimmy and I thought we could
have an early rest. At 7.30pm, his four faithful students
walked in for Chinese language lesson. I told Jimmy that
my students would not come. However, at 7.45pm, three
of them appeared. Earlier during the day, we had told the
parents not to send their children over if the weather gets
cold and windy, yet despite of this, they came.

At the end of the lesson, I told these students that
this was my last lesson with them and that I would be
returning to Singapore the next day. They were surprised
and could not believe that I would leave them. After the
lesson, they quickly ran out. I guessed they were hiding
their disappointment and sadness. What could I say to
them? I was not able to comfort them for I really do not
know when or whether there will be another team coming
to continue with language lessons.

In this trip, the most shocking experience that I
had during this trip was not the tremors both Jimmy and I
felt during the earthquake which struck the golden triangle
on 24th March (though the aftershock was indeed strong
— s0 strong we were preparing to move to open space on
that night) — it was a truth I learnt from a conversation
I had with one senior member of Maepoon Church that
shocked me the most.

One senior member told me that in these remote
mountainous areas, young girls are more valuable than
boys. “It cannot be! You need boys to do the farming
for they have strength!” I said. “Brother, you do not
understand, these young girls, when they become 16 or 17,
someone will come, collect them and sell them to Geylang,
Singapore as prostitutes.” I do not know whether this
senior member ever ventured out of Maepoon, yet he could
mention precisely in Mandarin, “Geylang, Singapore.”
“What about the young boys?” I asked. “They have no
value and are neglected — they will become drug addicts
or drug peddlers and get shot dead by police.”

If we do not go preach these young minds the
Gospel, these young girls and boys, who are as lovely and
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cute as when we were young, may one day land in Geylang
or end up as a drug addict. Are we directly or indirectly
responsible to them?

Maepoon is strategically located at Khunjae.
Within the radius of 20 to 30 minutes ride by motorcycle,
there are at least 20 tribal villages of 400 to 500 people
each. Most of these villages are either without church or
without preachers. These villagers are living in fear and
hopelessness. They believe when a young baby cries at
night, it is due to evil spirits. And if, after praying for the
baby, he continues to cry, it is due to their faith which is
not strong enough to cast away the evil spirits. To them,
every misfortune in life is the work of evil spirits or devils.
Most of these villagers have not heard about the Gospel —
they live without hope and die in fear. No one is willing to
go and tell them that the God to Whom we are worshiping
and singing praises to, seated comfortably in our pews, love
them too. There is salvation and eternal hope for them! But
they are not told and thus, continue to live and die without
the joy of the Gospel.

Bro. Li Lindu is a member from the Mandarin
congregation. Whenever he goes to North Thailand, he goes
with his kitchen. For more than ten years, he has made many
trips to North Thailand, especially to cook for children at
the various gospel stations. He has a fairly complete set of
kitchen equipment and utensils and always buys the best
quality foods and ingredients. In this trip, he brought along
more than 40 kgs of ingredients from Singapore — he
believes in giving the best to the Lord.

He pays for everything from his own pocket. It is
definitely not a small sum — I know for I went marketing
with him. He told me the more he gives, the more blessings
he receives from the Lord. And he told me this story: During
one of the dinners, a small boy came with his plate of rice.
It was a chicken drumsticks dinner, so he put a drumstick
on the boy’s plate. Unfortunately, the plate was full and
the drumstick rolled off the plate onto the sandy floor. Bro.
Lindu asked me, “Guess what did the boy do?” I shook my
head. He said, “The boy picked up the drumstick, rubbed
it on his shirt, put it back on his plate, thanked me, and
enjoyed the dinner.” Then Bro. Lindu looked at me and said,
“Brother, I can only give them earthly food, is there anyone
willing to come and give them heavenly food?”

The Bible that we are holding so dearly tells us
Jesus loves us. The same Jesus loves these children as much
as He loves us. Will you go? Will you go to tell them? Will
you?
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