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Following the government’s defeat of Tamil
separatists in May 2009, security is tighter than it was
before. There is an increase in road blocks and random
check points. There is also disturbing news of attacks on
Christians in central Sti Lanka. Attacks have surged
noticeably in recent weeks. However, for the ordinary
citizen, barring the enhanced security measures little has
changed. Life goes on, and the Sri Lankans take it as it
comes.

In November 2009, there
was a change in the leadership of
Calvary  Reformed  Presbyterian
Chapel (CRPC). Dr. Paul Hoole
resigned from the Board of
Directors of CRPC. The Chapel was
then renamed Trinity Reformed

Presbyterian
Church (TRPC)
under the leadership

of Rev.
Vijayenthiran (V]) and the Pro-Tem

Committee. The church-run
Kindergarten remained committed
to be an effective witness of the
gospel to the children.
Lord’s  Day  worship
service takes place at 9.30am and
Sunday school activities are held at
11.30am. Prayer meetings and outreach activities are held
on week days in members” homes. Attendance for Lord’s

Day worship services currently number at 40. Weekly
contributions from members averaged 5,000 Rupees.

The Pro-Tem Committee consists of Rev V],
Thayananth and Donald Devaparan. Rajanee (Mrs.
Devaparan) serves part-time as their bookkeeper.
There have also 3 mission outreaches — Jaffna led by
Dr Dinesh, Trincomalee by Vijendran, and Hatton by
Jeyamoorthy. “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with
me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching
might be fully known, and that all the gentiles might
hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.”
(2 Timothy 4:17).

Six former Geneva Institute (GI) students also
joined Rev. VJ. Two of them are serving in Jaffna with
Dinesh. This is a new work. Jaffna is reawakening after
30 years of war, and opportunities must not be lost in
the pioneering of new grounds for God. Another two
GI students are assisting Jeyamoorthy in Hatton, where
the ministry is in a Tea Plantation village. As such the
Hatton work is with families who are working in the tea
plantation. The congregation in Hatton averages about
60 people, about half of which are children. The
average wage of a tea plantation worker is 300 Rupees a
day (about $3).

The remaining two GI students remained in
Colombo to help Rev. V] and Thayananth. In
Trincomalee, Vijendran managed well with an assistant.
Together they minister over 40 adults and 20 children.
Thayananth visit Trincomalee every fortnightly. From



Colombo to Trincomalee is a six-hour journey by car, or
nine hours by train. God willing, in March 2010,
Thayananth will start a new work in Trincomalee Town.
He plans to move from Colombo to stay there with his
wife Rathy.

We lived in comfort and security, how do we view those
in the Third Wotld countries? We read about their
stories in the newspapers; we heard sermons reminding
us of the material blessings that God has graciously
showered upon us. And it is easy to look at the Sti
Lankans and think that all we need to give them is some
money, and that is our idea of missions. But missions is

more than just that, it is easy to forget the value of a
smile, of a life touched, to show love to someone who
had forgotten love exists. The work of missions is not
some personal project upon which we can make a
personal report. The biggest challenge is to remember
how much God loves and values the life of every
person on this earth. Yes, we who have the means must
give, but more than just giving, we must go and reach
sinners for our Lord Jesus Christ. His death has bought
us life, and we must now be messengers of this truth.
We must faithfully proclaim this blessed truth.
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