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And so this was my first impression of Sri Lanka.
Heard many stories. Imagined even more. But nothing
beats setting feet on the land itself. Shaped like a teardrop
by the Indian sub-continent, this country of 20 million is
picking up from a civil war which had ensued for more than
25 years. Stabilising politically, recovering economically,
Colombo is one of the most vibrant developing cities in
South Asia.

We are mainly here to attend the Bible Camp
and the First Anniversary Thanksgiving Service of the
Trinity Reformed Presbyterian Church (TRPC), our main
outreach in Sri Lanka.

Throughout the 3-days Bible Camp where around
100 people attended, We preached on a series of messages
with the central theme “Be ye doers of the Word and not
hearers only” (James 1:22). It is indeed very encouraging
to see everyone paying attention to what was preached.
None of them actually fell asleep despite the sizzling hot
weather! The Anniversary Thanksgiving Service was
held on the evening of the 18th. Our church there, like the
country, comes a long way to what it is now and we thank
God for His protection and preservation.
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Besides sharing God’s Word with the people
(thank God for Rev. Vijay who not only helped us with
the translation but also took good care of us during our
stay there), perhaps an equally important thing is we got
to meet people and connected with them. Besides the
session members of TRPC (Rev. VJ, Pr. Thamba, Dn.
Donald), we also got to know our missionaries from
Hatton (Mr. Jeyamoorthy), Trincomalee (Mr. Vijendran)
and their people. They are all very friendly. Despite our
language barrier, they tried their best to communicate with
us and make us feel comfortable. Their smiles, especially
those of the children, made us feel very much at home.
The camp ended with a retreat to a resort nearby where
people simply gathered together to have fellowship—
playing cricket (tell me about it!), soccer, swim or simply

Personally, I was very blessed by how friendly
the people were to us and the fact that I could simply slow
down and understand what it means to be contented with
God’s simple provisions. I was told that at one point of
time, the water in the water tank above the church was
actually depleted because of the overwhelming amount of
campers and they actually waited patiently for the water
to be replenished after one whole day in the heat.

But of course there was a much greater culture
shock waiting for me up northeast.

After Colombo, we proceeded to Trincomalee—
an area where both the civil war and tsunami hit
worst. We led in two nights of Bible Study there—in
Thambalagamam and Kappalthurai, where even basic
commodities like electricity supply are scarce.

We were touched by the love of the people
of God’s Word. People came over to hear God’s Word
preached under a flickering light bulb. The outdoor Bible
study at Kappalthurai was especially heartwarming.

We came mtending to encourage and teach; an
we returned encouraged and taught. Thank God for this
privilege. Dn. Jeffrey will be leading a team back to Sri
Lanka to conduct a Vacation Bible School this August.
Sri Lanka is also our very first beneficiary for the Calvary
Shoebox Ministry. There are many things we can give to
Sri Lanka; and there are even more things we can learn
from them. Please pray for Sri Lanka, especially for the
strength of leaders and members in Colombo as well
as our missionaries and brethren in Hatton, Jaffna and
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