Sri Lanka Missions
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Over the last two months, we have made two visits
to Sri Lanka. The first from 13-18 April was to speak
at the leaders’ retreat and also to commemorate
the second anniversary of the Trinity Reformed
Presbyterian Chapel (TRPC). The Chapel came into
being through the trials of the church schism, but
since then the work has stabilised, and there are a
faithful 40 or so worshippers every Lord’s Day.

The second visit came at the invitation of
Brother Sathi, a worshipper of TRPC. He runs a
training programme for local pastors in Batticoloa
and Vavuniya. Batticoloa is located on the central
eastern coast of Sri Lanka, and Vavuniya in the north
central plains. The pastors come from nearby villages
and towns.

Training is conducted every month, once in
Vavuniya and once in Batticoloa. In Vavuniya, there
are about 15 pastors and Sunday School teachers who
attended the module on the doctrine of Christ.

On Tuesday morning (10 May) 3.30am,
Pastor VJ, Thanuja and I left for Vavuniya. The drive
took us about 6 hours by car. It took so long not just
because of the distance, but also because of the road
conditions. The nearer we go to Vavuniya, the more
potholes there were on the road. The reason is that
Vavuniya was one of the places that saw the heaviest
fighting between the Tamil Tigers (LTTE) and the
Sri Lankan government forces. The city is still under
military rule, and there is a very strong police and
army presence in Vavuniya.

We arrived in Vavuniya at about 9am. Classes
ran from Tuesday to Friday, starting at 9:30am and
ending at 4:30pm with a two-hour lunch break. The
long lunch break is a welcoming reprieve because the
weather is extremely hot. The temperature at this time
of the year hovers between 39 to 43 degrees Celsius.
The classes ended on Friday morning, followed by a
written examination in the afternoon.

From Vavuniya, we headed north to Jaffna.
We left on Friday just at about noon. The border
crossing into the northern province at Omanthai is
about 15 minutes’ drive from Vavuniya. From there,
it is another 140 kilometres, which would take about
2 hours on well-paved roads. But it took us almost 4
hours to reach Jaftna.

Since the defeat of the LTTE in May 2009,
Jatfna is now open for travel, but only by roads.
May 21 was the day that LTTE surrendered, and
the place was a bit tense because of the anniversary.
Again, armed police and army patrols were all over
the place. Along the way, we saw evidence of the
many years of war: spent shells lined the roads,
buildings destroyed by bombs and pockmarked by
gunfire. On some stretches, the sides of the road are
still marked by yellow tapes because land mines
have not been fully cleared. We had to clear two
military checkpoints, and there were bunkers with
armed soldiers every hundred metres or so. Jaffna is
the third largest city in Sri Lanka after Colombo and
Kandy, and despite the ravages of war, is still a very
vibrant city.

My purpose of going to Jaffna is to look at
the mission station there. Former Geneva Institute
students, Sivapalan and Sujeendran, are presently
looking after the church. I preached there on a
Saturday afternoon, followed by Lord’s Day worship
the next day. I also went there to look at the place
where our CCF’ers would be going in August to
hold a Daily Vacation Bible School (DVBS). They
have managed to secure a hostel for the DVBS, and
they are expecting 100 children.

Please continue to pray for the work in Sri
Lanka, for Pastor Vijeyanthiran and his team of
workers, that the LORD will continue to bless their
labour in the Gospel.
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1. Some of the local pastors who attended the
training
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2. The church where the training was held
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3. Omanthai — border crossing between Vavuniya
and Jaffna.
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4. Remnants of the war — land mine markings and
spent artillery
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5. The Christian hostel where the DVBS will be
held in August

SHZEIMEH XL E B =16 &



