Sri Lanka Leaders’ Retreat & TRPC 2nd Anniversary
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From 14th April to 18th April 2011, Pastor Isaac, Bro.

Bendick and I ministered to our brethren in Sri Lanka. There
were two main objectives to be met in the course of these
five days. We were to speak in the leaders’ retreat conducted
for the workers of Trinity Reformed Presbyterian Chapel
(TRPC) and its outreaches. The retreat was held from 14th
to 16th April 2011 at Bohowadhalawa, a hill station about
150km from Colombo. Situated in the central province of
Sri Lanka and located at 1514m above sea level, it has very
mild climate and a tranquil environment. It is also well-
known for its tea estates. Apart from the Leaders’ retreat, we
were also present to celebrate with our Sri Lankan brethren
of TRPC in their 2nd anniversary thanksgiving service on
17 April 2011.

The Leaders’ retreat was attended by about 50
brethren from Colombo and its various mission outstations
(Hatton, Jaffna and Trincomalee). At the Leaders’ retreat,
a workshop consisting of 4 messages was conducted by
Pastor Isaac and Bro. Bendick. Over two messages entitled
“Counsel for Ministers” and “Concerns of the Minister”
respectively, Pastor Isaac discussed mainly on issues related
to the roles of pastors and ministers of God. Expounding
from the scriptures, he examined several essential qualities
that ministers ought to possess in their ministries. For
instance, Pastor Isaac contrasted spiritual to secular
leadership. As mentioned in Mark 10:45 with our Lord
Jesus as the Example, a church leader ought to minister as
a servant rather than exercise lordship over others. As for
Bro. Bendick, he approached the topic from two angles,
namely the private and public life of a minister. The two
messages covered issues related to self, family, finances,
gender issues and interaction with fellow co-labourers and
the congregation.

Apart from the workshop, a significant amount
of time has also been set aside for prayer, reflection and
future planning of the various ministries and outreaches of
the church. We were present with the full-time ministers
serving in Colombo, Hatton, Jaffna and Trincomalee as
they shared on their problems, needs and future plans. Apart
from raising the issue on the shortage of labourers in the
mission stations, it is noted that the work in Trincomalee led
by Mr. Vijendran and Mr. Thayananth has been particularly
difficult especially after being affected by the floods earlier
this year.
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We headed back to Colombo on 16th April as we
prepared ourselves for the Lord’s Day worship and the
TRPC 2nd Anniversary service on 17th April. Besides
thanking God for His preservation over the past two years for
TRPC, we also rejoiced with our brethren for the approval
by the Sri Lankan authorities for the use of the name,
“Trinity Reformed Presbyterian Chapel.” This is something
worth rejoicing due to the legal implications involved in
the adoption of the name by the church. The anniversary
thanksgiving service was attended by more than 70 guests,
including friends, church members and parents of children
attending the kindergarten. Pastor Isaac was the speaker and
he expounded the Word taken from I Thessalonians 1.

As testified by Rev. Vijayenthiran and other local
ministers, the work in Sri Lanka is difficult and it will
remain so in the near future. Nevertheless, we thank God for
their patience and perseverance despite the odds and trials
they face.

“We give thanks to God always for you all, making
mention of you in our prayers; Remembering without
ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our
Father .” (I Thessalonians 1:2-3)

We thank God for their work of faith. Apart
from our constant prayer for our Sri Lankan brethren, we
also ought to pray for ourselves for zeal to co-labour and
minister with them. “And I sought for a man among them,
that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before
me for the land...” (Ezekiel 22:30)
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