Go Ye!

This will be the third year we are organising a missions conference. The purpose of the missions conference is to inform
our people and to move them to participate in the work of missions. And over the last two years, I believe there has been
an increase in the awareness of missions. This is evident by more people participating in short term mission trips. The
next step is to encourage our people to serve in mission fields, which is in line with our theme for the mission conference
this year — GO YE! We praise the LORD for calling one of our own, Brother Jimmy Yip and his wife, Meifeng, to serve
full-time in Maepoon, North Thailand.

I have so often heard that Singapore Christians are in such a unique position — geographically, economically,
culturally and spiritually. Geographically, we are in the tradewinds of east and west. In three and half hours, one can
be in Colombo, Sri Lanka; Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam; Chiangmai, North Thailand. (These are some of the places where
we have Gospel missions.) On top of that, all these places are more or less in the same time and climate zones. The
geographical proximity of these places to Singapore allows for easy and cheap air travel.

Economically, Singapore is a first world country in a third world region. The strength of the Singapore dollar
allows us to do a great deal more in these places. Mission works also requires material support from God’s people. Think
about it this way, if ten people drink one cup of coffee lesser a day — one cup of coffee is about a dollar — the money
saved from that one cup of coffee from ten persons collected for a month will be enough to support a missionary in
Trincomalee. May our young people think in this manner: if ten of you would give up the money you spent on can drinks
for a month, just one can less per day, you can support another missionary family in Maepoon.

Culturally, Singaporeans are so well-travelled that most of us easily adapt to different cultures. We can eat thosai
for breakfast, have pho for lunch, and padthai for dinner. Besides, the influx of foreign workers here has opened the door
to other Asian cultures. In that sense, Singaporeans are better placed to reach out these peoples.

Singaporeans are in a unique spiritual position. Lest I be misunderstood, let me hasten to add that we are not, in
anyway, spiritually superior to the Sri Lankans or Vietnamese in the sense that we are more deserving of God’s grace. As
Peter told the elders at Jerusalem concerning the Gentiles, “We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
we shall be saved, even as they” (Acts 15:11).

However, we are in a unique spiritual condition because we have access to solid theological training and books.
In my visits to Vietnam, Sri Lanka and Thailand, one of the greatest concerns of the mission stations is the lack of
theological training and sound theological books. Most of these theological books are written in English — a language
that is not well taught in these places. Case in point, there is only one systematic theology book that is translated into
Vietnamese; the same goes for Tamil. When I taught in North Thailand, the pastors had no idea what Reformed Theology
is.

Because of the language barrier, it is quite difficult to send these students to seminaries in the West for training,
Besides, the fees of these seminaries are usually prohibitive. The alternative is to send our people to train them, or to
choose some of them to be trained here at the Emmanuel Reformed Bible College. That we have been doing in Vietnam
through the Vietnam Bible Institute for the last two years.

Opportunities abound. The fields are white unto harvest. I believe that the LORD has placed us in such a place
at such a time for a purpose. Therefore, GO YE into the world and preach the Gospel. All glory be to God!

Humbly in Christ
Pastor Isaac
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